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Introduction

Pesticides

- Poisonous chemicals to combat pests,

- Most efficient control method against pests,

- But, usually toxic to human and animal

health,

- And pollutant the environment and

unbalancing its equilibrium
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All countries

- Develop an arsenal of legislative texts to

organize and control production and trading

of pesticides,

-To reduce to the minimum, the negative effect

of pesticides on health and environment

- Pesticides used over more than a century,

- Man became more and more aware of the

high pesticide risk utilization
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Universal trend

- Over 4-5 past decades, research is working on

alternative methods of pest control,

- To replace and/or reduce the chemical method

(pesticides),

-Methods: cultural, biolog., genetic,… IPM

- France: Working to reduce by 50% the

pesticides used in agriculture (2010-2018),

- EU: Directives changing to IPM
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Historical
Tunisia: Official Gazette of the Republic of Tunisia
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Tunisia: Official Gazette of the Republic of Tunisia
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6 Articles (Pesticides)
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Tunisia: Official Gazette of the Republic of Tunisia
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25 Articles (Pesticides)
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Tunisia: Official Gazette of the Republic of Tunisia
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Tunisia: Official Gazette of the Republic of Tunisia
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(Procurement statement of work instead of License)
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Tunisia: Official Gazette of the Republic of Tunisia
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Old Situation
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Tunisia: Official Gazette of the Republic of Tunisia
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Registration fee comparison

- Original pesticide (4,500 TD)

* Lab analysis: 2,500 TD

* Field experiment: 2,000 TD

* Awaiting 1 to 2 years

- Generic pesticide (600 TD, Dossier/Internet)

* Lab analysis

* No field experiment

* Awaiting some weeks to few months
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Result of old polity

- Generic pesticides invaded Tunisia

- Most generics came from developing

countries:

* Not conform to international standards

* Containing toxic additives that cannot be

analyzed in Tunisia (solvents, heavy metals,

impurities,…): Only Active Ingredients are

analyzed.
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Result of old polity
- Total pesticide number at 2008

* Around 1200 Formulations

corresponding to

* Around 250 Active Ingredients

- Ratio 1200/250 = 4.8 (around 5)

Among 5 pesticides, 4 are generics

4/5 pesticides are generics (2008)
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Old registration pesticide management
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(Art. 29)
Organizing Chart
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Old registration pesticide management
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(Art. 29)
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Old registration pesticide management 

- Strange organizing of the National

Committee of Pesticides:

* President : General Director

* President Deputy : Director of Plant

Protection

* Rapporteur : Head of the Analysis Service

* Plus other members from other Ministries

- Directorate of Registration and Control :

totally absent

- Analysis Service: Judge and Jury
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Registration pesticide management

18

(Art. 29)

New Situation: Reform

Bouzid Nasraoui / INAT 



Modification of the Registration 

pesticide management 

- Re-organizing the National Committee of
Pesticides:

* President : General Director
*President Deputy: Director of Registration
and Control
* Rapporteur : Head of the Registration
Service
* Plus other members of other Ministries

- SubDirectorate of Analysis: Out of the
Committee (Receiving and analyzing coded samples).
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Tunisia: Official Gazette of the Republic of Tunisia 
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Tunisia: Official Gazette of the Republic of Tunisia 
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Tunisia: Official Gazette of the Republic of Tunisia 
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Tunisia: Official Gazette of the Republic of Tunisia 
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Tunisia: Official Gazette of the Republic of Tunisia 
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Tunisia: Official Gazette of the Republic of Tunisia 
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Summarizing : Decree  2973  dated 15 November 2010

- Re-registration of all already registered
pesticides on the basis of updated dossiers,

- All dossiers must be strong and convincing,
specially for generic pesticides,

- There is a deadline to complete the re-
registration, otherwise each concerned pesticide
will be removed from the official list,

- There is a deadline to liquidate the stock of non
re-registered pesticides.
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Tunisia: Official Gazette of the Republic of Tunisia 
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Tunisia : Official Gazette of the Republic of Tunisia 
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Tunisia: Official Gazette of the Republic of Tunisia 
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Summarizing : Order dated June, 3rd 2011

- No more difference between Original and
Generic pesticides for registration :

* Strong dossier needed
* Same registration fees (4,500 TD)
* Laboratory analysis
* Field experiment for both
* Same awaiting (1 to 2 years)

- Encouraging Organic Agriculture: 50%
reduction on the registration fees of biological
pesticides.
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Result of this reform

- Total pesticide number at 2012

* Reduction to near 500 Pesticides (1200 at 2008)

corresponding to

* Reduction to around 200 Active Ingredients (250
at 2008)

- Ratio 500/250 = 2

* Among 2 pesticides, only 1 is generic

* 1/2 pesticides are (acceptable) generics (2012)

* Old situation: 4/5 pesticides were generics (2008)
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Similar trend

- European Union

* Revising of the registration of Active

Ingredients (AI)

* Working from 1993 to 2009

* Reducing AI number : From 1000 to 250

3/4 AI were removed
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Other decisions of reform :

The National Committee of Pesticides

prohibits the registration of all

- Prior Informed Consent traded pesticides (PIC

Rotterdam Convention), and

- Persistent Organic Pollutants traded pesticides

(POPs Stockholm Convention)
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Other steps of reform

The Laboratory of Pesticide Analysis [at 2012]

- Received new equipment (around 360 000 DT)

enhancing analysis of pesticide residues from 12

molecules to more than 200 molecules

(Collaboration with AFD, France)

- Was very close to the Accreditation ISO 17025

of pesticide analysis (Collaboration with EU).
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Other proposed reform

General reform was proposed since 2010:

Lab analysis and field experimentation

become

Autonomous structure (EPNA, flexible management)

For

Quicker Registration & Easier Accreditation
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Proposition of a general reform of the Health Plant General Directorate (2013)


